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settle into the year as a result of a good development: because of our increased enrolment from

last year, we got additional teaching hours from the Department of Education and Science in mid -
September. That meant we could restore Speech and Drama to 1 st and 2 "™ Year curriculum and
separate 5 " and 6 ™ Year Leaving Certificate Applied students for Maths and English. Hence there

were a few time -table changes in mid -September . Apologies to all for the changes but we

are confident the outcome is worthwhile.

As letters to home have indicated, it has been a busy few weeks, especially for the Transition
Year students who have had their few days at Fermanagh and have started rehearsal for i Th
Wi zar d of Au@itionsare overand  casting is complete.

A big thank you to the Parents6 Associ at bag npackihngd fos
three evenings last weekend. The good heart with which the work was done was much

courses. 1 * Years are practising for the entertainment they will provide for parents on Thursday

evening afterthe A GM f or the Parentsd Associ ati otothe Kenyaten C
students who spoke at local parish masses on recent weekends about the project and their
experiences in Kenya.

3" Year students have retreat on the first day back after mid -term, on Monday 2" November
Hope you will remember on the first day back! The following day, Tuesday 3 “ November, 6 "
Year retreat and on Friday 6 ™ November will be 5™ Year retreat . These events will all take

place in Knocklyon Parish community hall. Retreats for other year groups will be later in the year.

Do we have any third generation students in the school ? As the school began in 1960, it is
just possible we have a young grandparent past student!! Any student whose mother and
grandmother both attended Sancta Maria? Any student who is the first lucky one to be the third
generation?

Please note the revised schedule of dates and times for parent/teacher meetings as listed in
our recent letter to all families.

As we are a Mercy school under the aegis of CEIST (Catholic Education, an Irish Schools Trust) we
celebrated Mercy Day on 24 ™ September. In our Mercy tradition, we pray together:

May the peace the world cannot give

Become our gift to the world and to one another

As we extend gentle words, small acts of kindness, forgiveness and mercy

Wherever we go.

Best wishes to all our families.
Denise Burns, Principal.

Here we are already at the end of the first half term
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appreciated é. As well as the funds!

The art exhibition for |l ast yeards Junior Cert students displ a\)
thanks to all who came to appreciate the creativity. Well done to 5 ™ Year LCA students and Ms

Kelehan who organised the event.

6™ Year have aseriesof opendays for third | evel institutions coming

ongr a

|| We extend our best wishes to Head Girl Emer Hackett, Vice Heac
| | Girl, Eadaoin Walsh and all the prefects for the academic year
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Revised Schedule of Parent Teacher Meetings October 1 December 2009

Tuesday. 13 October 415 7 6.45 Transition Year meeting Postponed
Wednesday 21 October 1.00 -3.35 6" Year meeting Confirmed
Thursday 5 November 1.20 3.20 3" Year meeting Confirmed
Monday 16 November 1.35 7 3.35 2" Year meeting Time changed

PLEASE NOTE as in letters sent to all parents:
Staff day which was scheduled for Friday 4 December is Monday 7 December.
There will be classes on Friday 4 December but not on Monday 7 December.

Art Department / Green School Committee
The Art students of Ms. Kelehan are busy painting canvases purchased by Ms. Ryan with money from the
Green School Committee. Wow! Talk about cross curricular collaboration. The objective is to brighten up the

l ong corridor with the studentso6 wor k. Many t haalkaur to all t

effort will not go unnoticed.
Greener School News.
First of all the Greener School Committee wish to say thank you to the Environmental Section of South

Dublin County Council for supplying Sancta Maria College with decent wheelie bins for recycling. This ges-

ture of support will greatly assist us, we really hope, in attaining Green Flag Status for our school sooner

rather than later. The committee again says thank you. We appeal at this juncture to all who comprise the

wonderful school community that is Sancta Maria to do their best to put all paper, plastic sweet wrappers,

cans, bottles, cartons and crisp/popcorn bags in the bins provided T whether they are in your classroom or
in the larger green wheelie bins in your corridor. Please tell any member of the Green School Committee

( names on noticeboard in the G.P. Room) if there is no bin in your classroom. We appeal especially to the

elected Class Captains and Deputies and of course prefects to help by setting a good example. Attaining

the Green Flag starts now and cannot happen without your cooperation and help. Thank you, G.S.C.

HIGHER OPTIONS.
The first term is always abusyonefdftype ar s i n the careers area. It is

back

September. This is the most comprehensive careers event in Ireland where representatives of all the colleges and Univer-

sities in Ireland are on hand to give advice, help and information on the courses available at third level. The stud

ents als

had the opportunity to visit stands with representatives of the U.K Universities. The day was packed with activities as

each hour there were 3 talks to choose from with information on various careers being given by people working i
areas. A post visit review of the students showed that they enjoyed the visit and derived great benefit from it.

The open days in the colleges and Universities begin in earnest before Christmas with our first big school visit to
scheduled for November 19 The primary teaching colleges will have open days on 21 November and NUI Mayno
and IADT hosting their open days on"™Movember. NCAD will be open for visits off ®f December with our second
school visit taking place or"bf December, this time to UCD. Students may attend DIT"oheéxember and Sancta
Maria College will be attending the final open day of 2009 BofdDecember at Trinity College Dublin.

Students are encouraged where possible to attend open days outside of school hours so as to cause as little dis
their studies as possible. There are lots of opportunities to attend at these colleges and to talk to current stedent
turers about your chosen course and it is advised that you all use this time wisely.

All second year
students visited the
Mosque
in Clonskeagh
as part of their
A Junior Certificate
{ Programme
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE PARENTS COMMITTEE WHO
SOURCED AND ORGANISED THE NEW P.E. TOP




The E.A.L. Department.

The English as Another Language Department and students of Sancta Maria College, Ballyroan wish to whole-
heartedly thank Enda and his friendly and efficient staff. Enda and his team patiently listened to my expressed
needs and supplied me with curtains for the E.A.L. room on the long corridor. The E.A.L. students are| espe-
the r

cially delighted as they considerably enhance
whose businesBhe Dry Cleaning Compang located at Rathfarnham Shopping Centre.

LUNCH TIME AND AFTER SCHOOL GAMES

LUNCH TIME AFTER SCHOOL
MONDAY Hockey Minor & 1 Year
Basketball 1% Year
TUESDAY Choir All Years Badminton (U.19)
Gaelic Games All Years
WEDNESDAY Camogie All Years
Basketball 2"Years
THURSDAY Athletics All Years Badminton (U.16 & U.14)
FRIDAY Soccer 1*'Years Hockey (Junior & Senior)

Third Year Gael Linn Debate

This year three students have entered for Diospéireacht an Phiarsaighaeithinn.

These students are Louise Brady 3a2, Ciara Hackett 3a2 and Catherine Mc Donald 3A1.

We wish them luck. The first round of the competition takes place after midterm break.
Go néiri an tadh libh, a chailini.

Camogie
Senior team had a great win over Maynooth Post Primary in their first league match.
Final score @3 201

Scorers were Danielle Brogan, Aisling Keane, Orla Young, Cathy Basquel and Catherine McDonald.

Also very well done to our two newcomers to our team, Michelle Tighe and Micheala Hogan,

who both had excellent games.

Sponsored Walk

On 17" September the Transition Year Students participated in a sponsored walk along the banks of thHe

Dodder River and Bushy Park in aid of the Irish Heart Foundation. Congratulations to all walkers. A total of

0450 was raised for a very worthy cause.

WELL DONE BAGPACKERS
The Parentsodo Association would |ike taog
Packing in Tesco in Rathfarnham Shopping Centre on Thursday 8th, Friday 9th and
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Saturday 10th October. Thanks to Second, Third and Fourth Year students who volunteered
for Thursday and Friday evening and to First Years who packed bags on Saturday. Money

raised will be spent on the school musical and other projects.

A.G.M. Reminder Thursday 15" October 2009
This is a reminder to all parents that th
Thursday evening f50ctober at 8.00pm. The meeting will be followed by information for First

Year Parents and entertainment by First Year students, followed by refreshments. All welcome.
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Fermanagh 2009
The annual Fourth Year trip to Fermanagh kicked off with 46 hyped up students on two

buses. A long waited stop off at a little town called Virginia was great. A good Chinese or fish
and chips were exactly what we needed. Finally we arrived and were shown our chalets.

The best chalets were the ones without a teacher! Everyone was ready for an all-nighter but
werenot so ready for the early start the n
were kicking down our door to wake us from the dead. But | have to say the food was
amazing.

Everyone was split up into four groups and did two activities a day. The instructors were good
and made it all enjoyable.

Activities such as wind surfing, banana boating, canoeing and combat corps. Combat corps
was really funny, we had to dress up as army people and go into the forest to attack our
enemies with laser guns.

The banana boats were everyoneb6s favourite
though the wetsuits were a nightmare.

For night activities we went to the cinema
On the last night we got to watch our teachers get their groove on at the disco.

All'in all it was a great experience and wish we could do it all over again. Thanks for every-
thing Mr. Flynn, Ms. Reilly and Ms. Fogarty you all were a good laugh.
Aoife Byrne, Karla Lane, Leah Brennan.
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Evening Study

Congratulations to the record number of students who have enrolled for

much benefit students are gaining from their attendance.

A limited number of places are still available each evedinglonday to Friday 3.45 5.45 and a second
Study Hall will be provided should numbers increase.

The organisers of Study would like to encourage students from other year groups, espe¥ediis5o enrol
as they are under represented when compared to previous years.

Attention all 1% Year Parents
Last year we organised Evening Study for 8livears as they prepared for their Christmas Tests. This w
very popular and will be offered again this year subject to level of interest. It will begin after tieriid
break. The cost wildl be 02 pies00.dAaplicatmmfamswill bel
available from Monday ®October.
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Supervised Evening Study this year in the College. High levels of positive feedback have revealed just how



